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The first edition of the Buckeye State Bulletin will be
up for sale soon for all who would like a copy for their
historical records! Email to newsletter@oad-deaf.org

The current officers of this association is as follows:
Chief Operations Officer/President: Irene Tunanidas
Chief Finance Officer/Treasurer: Jack Hawk
Corporate Secretary/Recording Secretary: Katherine Luck
Chief Information Officer: Joe Osborne-Payne
Chief Technology Officer/Webmaster: Michael Homko
Ohio Revised Code 1702.34 (A) shows that this organization is in accordance with state law, the requirement of a minimum of 3 officers has been met: President, Treasurer and Secretary.
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MESSAGE FROM OAD COO/PRESIDENT
Saturday, April 7, 1990 is the day which will always be etched in my
memory. When I think about it, sometimes I get goose bumps and I say a
small prayer of thanks to the Heavenly Father. This was a crispy, cold
morning as I stepped onto the back porch of my family home. I felt the
sweet smell of cold spring air brushing on my face. The slow-rising sun
was shadowed by a layer of thick clouds as I looked at the time on my
watch. It was already 6:20 a.m.. Mother and I dressed up for a deafsponsored seminar at the University of Akron in Akron, Ohio. After
breakfast, we grabbed our coats, bade a farewell to family members, and
started the car. On our way, we stopped in Liberty Township to pick up

Irene Tunanidas

Lynn, a former student from our Deaf Program at Woodrow Wilson High
School. With my brand-new 1989 four-door gray Buick LeSabre in run-

ning motion, we entered 1-680. I looked onto the rearview mirror and saw a few cars far behind. This quiet
morning was almost eerie as if we had fallen into a strange time warp while driving close to the evaporated
air from the Meander Reservoir covering part of the 2-lane freeway…. Months before this predicament….
One evening at my old family home on the Northside of Youngstown, my parents watched in awe as I
worked on a charcoal drawing of a movie celebrity. Mother, a Sunday School teacher, asked if I would
bring to her classroom my art supplies and show the children my drawing of Jesus. I enthusiastically accepted her offer. That one Sunday morning in 1989, I delightfully entered Mother’s classroom at the
church’s annex and taped an oversized drawing paper on a wall as I continued my drawing of Jesus from
memory. The children marveled at the near perfect charcoal image of Jesus. They asked questions about
my hearing loss and how I overcame adversity. When time for church service was close, we cleaned up and
left items on the table and headed for the church. After church service, I rushed to the unlocked door of the
church’s annex to pick up my art supplies. My mind reeled with shock when I entered Mother’s unlit classroom. I was heart-broken as I slowly took off the wall the badly defaced image of Jesus and rolled up the
drawing paper. I thought, ‘Whoever did this damage must answer to God why he did this.’ While assembling charcoal pencils in the box, I gathered other items from the table and ready to discard them into the
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waste basket. Out of the blue something in the waste basket caught my eye. A beautiful 8-inch ovalshaped wooden icon of Jesus sat on the bottom. I thought this must be Jesus telling me not to feel bad
about the defaced drawing I was carrying, as his icon was also discarded by someone who didn’t appreciate its value. I picked up the icon, kissed it and took it with me. I placed it behind the visor of my
car by the driver side. Fast forward to the morning of April 7, 1990. The speed limit sign on 1-680
was 60 mph, close to the Meander Reservoir. I looked at the odometer on the dashboard; everything
was under control. Mom sat in back of the car reading while Lynn slept in front. I was not prepared
for the unforeseen danger on the freeway. All of a sudden, my car spun 360 degrees in the 2-lane
highway, and the wooden icon of Jesus I rescued from the Sunday School waste basket fell onto my
lap. Fear never set in as I quickly kept my foot off the clutch and turned the wheel to the median strip.
It was as if Jesus in spirit was doing the navigating. Within seconds, several cars sped by. Whoa! Miraculously, my body was never paralyzed with fear when this happened. However, I was mainly concerned about Mother who panicked and breathing fast. Lynn woke up unfazed by this occurrence.
With the Jesus icon still on my lap, I lifted it and planted a kiss on it, thanking God for saving my car
and our lives that early morning. After putting the icon back where it was, I went over to see if the
driver of the other car, also stuck in the median strip, was all right. I recognized a female passenger
who was also on her way to Akron for the seminar. I looked for clues on the freeway and discovered
a large patch of black ice on it. I returned to the car and started it. It stalled the first time so I waited a
few seconds and this time the motor ran smoothly and we made it to Akron and back home. I have
my sister Amy to thank for helping me know what to expect under severe weather conditions. Years
before this April incident, Amy and I were on our way to Canada with a group of young women from
church. The snowy weather made driving harsh on a highway in Buffalo,
New York and our rental car skidded. Amy pulled my leg off the clutch
and turned the steering wheel to the right lane. We made it to Canada
without incident. What have I learned from this experience? Never underestimate the power of prayer and miracles can happen under unexpected
circumstances. I still embrace the Jesus icon which has always stayed
with me over the years. It has aged a bit but it is a reminder of the miracle
on Saturday, April 7, 1990.
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OAD’s FINANICAL REVIEW UPDATE
December 31, 2020
By: Jack L. Hawk; OAD Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
My CFO report which includes the attached budget sheet for approval.

1. The checking account has $8,281.43. Deposited $30.00.
2. I have asked for approval of the budget attached.
A. Due to the Purple status of the COVID in our counties recently, I did not hold a Finance meeting.
i. I am requesting approval of the budget for 2021 so we can show fiscal operations. I
am recommending that we revise this as needed on a quarterly basis with approval
by the committee and a 2/3 vote approval by the board.
3. The address for the Checking account has been changed from Toledo to Canton. However, William Kerek’s
name still shows up on the account. Been like that since 2010, I will address this with Chase. But as of Dec
31st, we will plan to move the money to another entity. Also plan to take $5,000.00 and invest it in a growth
fund by Dec 31 with the board’s approval and Finance committee oversight.
A. I have requested the Board to empower me along with oversight from the Finance Committee to do
the following before Dec 31. Hoping you will trust me to handle all of the below given the COVID.
B. I am requesting that Fred and Irene be signers on the banking accounts And Jim Halischak and
Howard Snyder be on the investment accounts
i. Move Checking $8,281.43 and $69.73 Savings Restricted from Chase to the Local
CSE Credit Union with interest on funds and no monthly fees.
ii. Closing Chase accounts completely.
iii. Then take $5,000.00 and invest it with Merrill Lynch Edge account in Index of the S&P 500.
a. Leaves a balance of $3,351.16 in the checking. I will then distribute the
amounts to selected accounts within the account, i.e. Membership, Legal,
Education, Legislative and Meetings.
iv. Or have had discussions with Local Edward Jones which I had along with others.
But the fee is yet to be determined. Can switch over sometime next year if needed.
v. That the Board accept my resolution to forgive any debt we may have on the
restricted funds to:
1. Previous OAD Regional account that were closed down and do not exist currently.
2. The Toledo Group which also was closed down.
3. All of the final actions and transfers will be discussed with the Finance committee
and presented to the Board at a January Meeting.
4. The Annual Budget and suggested Funds transferred and invested were approved on Dec 12, 2020.
The sample budget draft is to be shown in next 2 pages to get the idea what OAD should have.
(continued in next page)
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2021 Budget Sheet

This sheet is a sample of OAD’s revenue budget. The numbers in 2021 budget section are the OAD’s goal based on estimates from previous years. The rest are not actual numbers, but they are placeholders until the end of each month, they will record as actual numbers.
Again, we are emphasizing that they are estimated numbers, not actual numbers.
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2021 Budget Sheet

This sheet is a sample of OAD’s expense budget. The numbers in 2021 budget section are the OAD’s goal based on estimates from previous
years. The rest are not actual numbers, but they are placeholders until the end of each month, they will record as actual numbers. Again, we are
emphasizing that they are estimated numbers, not actual numbers.
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ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
Membership Roster
The Ohio Association of the Deaf’s membership roster is finally completed with all information that has
been required by the State of Ohio! With this step out of the way, brand new membership cards will be
mailed out very soon. Keep an eye on your mailbox!

OAD Zoom Socials
Keep watching our website and Facebook page for an announcement soon about OAD Zoom social
nights! All members are welcome and will receive links in their email. A limited number of members
will be able to enter due to visibility issues on the screen. When more people comes in, each speaker
becomes smaller and smaller. We will have these Zoom social nights 2 to 3 times a month so that EVERYONE can be included.
We will be posting a calendar with dates and times for you all to email us your RSVP for which ones
you would like to attend. See you soon!

Vice President Vacancy
We are looking for nominations for a vice president! All members can nominate each other, and you
can even nominate yourself!
Please send your nominations to secretary@oad-deaf.org ASAP.

Correspondences to the OAD President
For any of you members wishing to send correspondences relating to membership issues or any other
issues, such as ADA or requests for referral service, you may send it to:
Ohio Association of the Deaf
P.O. Box 5452,
Poland, Ohio 44514
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ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
Chairpersons of Committees
CURRENT COMMITTEES

Financial Advisory Committee: Jack Hawk
Bylaws Committee: James Halischak
Newsletter Committee: James Luck
Information Technology Committee: Joe Osborne
NEW COMMITTEES
Membership Committee: Lynne Homko
Cedar Point Committee: Linda Adams

Amusement Park Events
The Ohio Association of the Deaf now has a new committee for the Cedar Point event. Linda Adams is
the chairperson of this committee!
We will do our very best to make sure that the Kings Island and Cedar Point events will happen this
year, but as we all know, the final decision to host this event will be made by both the amusement parks
with the COVID pandemic in mind.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
$35 per edition or $100 for the full year, and limit to 1”x3”, and if double then it shall be $70.
Contact CFO/Treasurer at P.O. Box 9794
Canton, Ohio 44711
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ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS
Looking for Volunteers
The Ohio Association of the Deaf is looking for neutral, impartial and objective volunteers to take part in
the association’s committees and to help develop new ones! What are your areas of expertise? What are
you interested in? Want to make a difference?
Contact the OAD board at: president@oad-deaf.org
Please include in your email your area of expertise, past experiences on committees, and what your work
ethics are.

The chairpersons of the two new committees—membership and Cedar Point/Kings Island will be looking
for volunteers very soon!

DEAF TRIVIA
No winners have been chosen for the last trivia set. Let’s try again!
Members of OAD can email their answers to the below questions to secretary@oad-deaf.org, and winners
will be published in the next newsletter issue!
1. What language did ASL come from?
2. What center fielder of the Cincinnati Reds, who was deaf, invented the hand signals used by umpires for
strikes and balls in baseball?
3. Who was the deaf man who invented the football huddle that is still used by all football teams?
4. Who was the deaf doctor who invented the TTY in 1964?
5. Who was the woman who was crowned Miss America in 1995?
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NATIONAL NEWS


The National Association of the Deaf, along with Stein & Vargas and Igesia Martell Law Firm, sued Ascension Health, Ascension Michigan, Ascension Providence Hospital, Ascension Clinton Township
Reverence Home Health and Hospice care for not providing interpreters for a man in Michigan in January 2020. It is hoped that all other hospitals will look at this and learn that equal access to communication is federal law. This lawsuit is ongoing.
Source: https://www.nad.org/2020/11/02/hospital-sued-for-refusing-interpreters-during-hospice-care/



Mavrick Fisher was sentenced the maximum of 4 years in a state prison for involuntary manslaughter,
but will serve 270 days in a county jail because of time served since being arrested in August 2019. Because of COVID, he cannot serve in a state prison so it will be a county jail instead.
Source: https://www.dailymoth.com/blog/recap-of-mavricks-sentencing-hearing



Hollywood is continuing to refuse to hire Deaf actors for Deaf roles. A new series called “The Stand”,
on CBS All Access has one character who is deaf, but Hollywood hired a hearing actor, Henry Zaga, for
that role. According to sources, Hollywood has not called any Deaf actors to audition for this role. 70
Deaf actors, writers, filmmakers, producers and others have written an open letter to CBS All Access
expressing their displeasure, and it is quoted from that open letter:
“We will not endorse, watch, or support your miniseries on CBS All Access. We will
share our displeasure of the casting decision and airing of the miniseries on CBS All
Access with our Deaf community, signing community, friends, and family of Deaf individuals; together we make up 466 million worldwide.”

Both the California Association of the Deaf and Nyle DiMarco had contacted CBS in 2019 and were ignored. Now there is a movement called #StandAgainstTheStand, made by the Deaf Artists Collaborative,
and is led by Deaf Actors Joey Caverly, Dickie Hearts, Jackie Roth and Andrew Morrill.
It is hoped that with this new movement and outcry from the Deaf community the CBS All Access and Hollywood will take steps to change their negative perspective of Deaf people and begin recruiting them for
Deaf roles.
Source: https://www.dailymoth.com/blog/over-70-deaf-actors-and-artists-protest-the-stand-casting-hearing-actor-for-deaf-role
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OHIO NEWS
COVID-19
What is COVID-19?
It is a respiratory illness that mainly affects the lungs. COVID-19 is related to pneumonia, bronchitis,
flu and the common cold in that it has many of the same symptoms, however COVID-19 is the “evil”
sibling of the lesser illnesses listed above.
What are the symptoms?












Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

What can you do to reduce the chances of getting it or giving it to someone else?











Wear masks every time you leave the house.
Wash your cloth masks every day.
Use hand sanitizers when you do not have soap and water, and use hand sanitizers each time you
touch something.
Do not touch your face.
If you have soap and water, wash your hands every day for at least 20 seconds each time.
Do not use masks with valves because when coughing or sneezing, you can potentially spread the
virus through that valve.
Do not participate in parties, large meetings, or go to where the crowds are.
Stand at least 6 feet away from everyone else.
Do not hug, fist-bump or shake hands
If you feel sick for any reason, stay home for 14 days.

For more information go to: https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid19/home?fbclid=IwAR2kmTlSaD9ayqSyNfNgkdAjGON0ZT1WwPzyI1iua8GuMVvRqsBByOjrDIU
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OHIO NEWS
COVID UPDATES
It was announced a few days ago that all school staff, including bus drivers, are now next in the line
to get the COVID vaccine.
Source: https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/23/us/ohio-teachers-to-get-vaccine-trnd/index.html

All counties in Ohio are in level 3 RED ZONES, and this means that COVID is a very high risk.
Limit your activities if you can.
Only four counties are in level 2 ORANGE ZONES—Hocking, Monroe, Vinton and Sallia. This
means COVID is a high risk (not VERY high), and to be very careful.
There are four levels for Ohio—Yellow, orange, red and purple. Purple is level 4 and is the WORST.
No counties are level 4 yet.
It is recommended by the Ohio Department of Health to stay home for 14 days after coming in from
another state that has 15% or more COVID. On this date, the states that are at or over 15% are:
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Missouri, Iowa, Arkansas, Kansas, Nevada, Idaho, Texas, Utah, South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania.
If you have come home from any of the above states, the Ohio Department of Health recommends
that you STAY HOME INSIDE THE HOUSE for 14 days to see if you have COVID or not.
Source: https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/families-and-individuals/COVID-19-TravelAdvisory/COVID-19-Travel-Advisory

When you get your COVID vaccine, do not stop wearing your masks. Governor DeWine has now
required everyone to wear masks in buildings that is not your home, outside when you are closer than
6 feet from another person, riding in cars with other people, or in a line with other people. Take it off
only when Governor DeWine announces that we can stop using it.
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ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER
“Out of Order” V.S. “Point of Order”
What is “Point of Order?”
Point of order is a phrase used in all kinds of sanctioned meetings called by the organization
and/or the board. It is used to raise awareness that a parliamentary or procedural rule is being broken.
Example: A speaker has spoken for more than three minutes and the rule allowed for only two. A
member in the assembly stands up and politely calls out “Point of order, President, the speaker has used
up his/her allowed two minutes.” Then the chair of the meeting, such as the president, must make a ruling on that.
Example: The chair does not follow the agenda. A member in the assembly stands up and politely calls
out “Point of order, President, the current topic is not on the agenda.” Then the President must make a
ruling on that.
Point of order is not debatable, does not need a second, does not need a vote, and can not be ignored. If
the President’s ruling is unacceptable, an appeal can be made only by another person on the board, and
then it can be voted on.
Point of order is also used on motions .
Source: Robert’s Rules of Order, 11th Edition, Chapter VIII, page 247-251
What is “Out of Order”?
It is used to raise awareness that a person in the meeting is being offensive and/or not following the
rules of civilized debate.
Examples: Personal remarks, insults, swearing, personal attacks, remarks that causes anger in others,
remarks that questions motives, criticizing past actions, remarks that have nothing to do with the current
topic, naming people, and disturbing the meeting.
Many people have confused the two phrases, and others have abused it to the point where members of
the assembly were not able to keep track of which one is the correct term.
Point of order - For when parliamentary rules are not being obeyed.
Out of order - For when people are personally offending others in the meeting.
Source: http://www.jurassicparliament.com/inappropriate-remarks-nonprofit-boards
2020366214013
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FIDUCIARY DUTIES
WHAT ARE FIDUCIARY DUTIES AND WHAT DO THEY MEAN?
There are FOUR fiduciary duties all trustees and officers have in an organization:

1. Duty of care:
A. Be ready for meetings and read everything before meetings
B. Go to all meetings and record them
C. Ask questions and make INFORMED decisions
D. Practice good judgement
E. Make sure the organization’s purposes and standards are followed
2. Duty of loyalty:
A. Have a conflict of interest policy written
B. Avoid any business that hurts the organization or its activities based on personal interests
C. Avoid getting involved in a business relationship between the organization and a board member
D. Enforce and obey the conflict of interest policy
E. Be honest about if an officer has a personal financial gain from a possible business deal
F. Do not use the organization’s funds for personal reasons
3. Duty of compliance:
A. Understand the organization’s articles of incorporation, constitution, bylaws, codes of conduct,
codes of ethics and any other governing documents
B. Know state and federal laws relating to charitable organizations, fundraising, tax-related
issues and legal issues
C. Obey state and federal requirements for documentation reporting such as filing with the
Ohio Attorney General’s office, the Ohio Secretary of State’s office and the Internal
Revenue Service
4. Duty to manage accounts:
A. Write policies and procedures that protects the organization
B. Write annual budgets that show a clear direction of how to spend the organization’s money
C. Keep records of income, expenses, and activities all year
D. Set up internal accounting systems so that not one or only two people has total control over the
organization’s money, and avoid theft this way
E. Invest and reinvest assets
F. Develop fundraising goals and policies and help the organization get resources
G. Make sure fundraising advertisements are honest and fair
I. Make sure the merchandise and service is of good value
J. Make sure board minutes are recorded for finances
2020366214014
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(Fiduciary Duties Continued)
What are the consequences if fiduciary duties are broken?
If fiduciary duties are broken, it can be reported to the Ohio Attorney General’s office. The Ohio Attorney
General’s responsibility includes prosecuting trustees and officers of a charitable organization. He can take
an organization to court, OR he can take an individual trustee or officer to court. Depending on the charges,
it can mean very large fines or jail.
But not only the state of Ohio can be involved.
If financial reports are not accurate, or they were knowingly (on purpose) filed with the IRS with the wrong
information, then the Internal Revenue Service can charge an individual trustee or officer with tax evasion,
and that is a federal crime.
Where can you find more information on this? Read below!
Source: https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/GuideforCharityBoardMembers
Source: http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/1701.641
Is the Ohio Revised Code 1702 the only state laws for nonprofit charitable organizations?
No, it is not. ORC 1702 is nonprofit corporation law which applies to ALL organizations and is a safety net
for any organization that has not developed a bylaws or has suspended it.
Other ORC laws deal only with charitable organizations, other ORC laws deal with only fiduciary duties.
All of these laws are the same laws that the Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost uses to charge people with
when they violate state law.
To the untrained eye, the Ohio Revised Code is a rat’s maze with many connecting pathways, and this is
why it is very important to have people within the organization who can read “legalese” (the way English is
written differently for laws than it is for normal conversation) and to frequently talk with the Attorney General of Ohio to make sure we are on the right path.

INTERESTED IN HAVING YOUR EDITORIAL PUBLISHED?
Contact iistech@oad-deaf.org with your editorial/comments article for the next issue!
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HIERARCHY OF ORGANIZATIONAL LAW
What laws must organizations follow, and which ones come FIRST?
1. Federal law
Federal laws always come first above everything else. Federal laws include the Internal Revenue
Services that all organizations must file papers with. If organizations do not, they will lose their taxexempt status and their EIN will be suspended.
2. State law
State laws always come second. State laws include making copies of required documents for the
Secretary of State and the Ohio Attorney General. If this is not done, an organization can lose their
state charter. A state charter is a license to do business. State law cannot violate federal law.
3. Articles of Incorporation
Articles of Incorporation always come third. This is a document that shows why an organization
was created and for what purpose. Articles of Incorporation cannot violate federal or state law.
4. Constitution/bylaws
Constitution/bylaws is sometimes two documents, or sometimes just one document. This is one of
the documents that the state requires an organization to file with them. This is one of a few ways
that the Attorney General and other lawyers can protect organizations. Constitution/bylaws cannot
violate federal or state law, or the Articles of Incorporation.
5. Parliamentary law
Parliamentary law is also known as Robert’s Rules of Order (RRO). The RRO is used to make sure
all meetings go smoothly. If #1, #2, #3, AND #4 permits or has a loophole, then parliamentary law
must be followed.
If the federal law does not fix something for you, then look at the state law. If the state law does not fix
something for you, then look at the articles of incorporation. If the articles of incorporation does not fix
something for you, look at the constitution/bylaws. If the constitution/bylaws does not fix something for
you, look at parliamentary law.
Many people think that the bylaws are always first. This is NOT true. If the bylaws are written in a way
that asks, tells or lets an organization, a trustee, an officer or member to break federal or state laws, the Attorney General of Ohio, the IRS, and other authorities will become involved.
Federal law is first. State law is second. Articles of Incorporation is third. Constitution/bylaws is fourth.
Parliamentary law is fifth. There are no exceptions.
2020366214016
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NATIONAL LITERARY SOCIETY OF THE DEAF
Did you know there is a national Deaf organization that’s almost 114 years old?
In the Parish Hall of Trinity Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C., six men got together to discuss setting up a
literary society - John B. Hotchkiss, Reverend Herbert C. Merrill, Albert F. Adams, Reverend Arthur D. Bryant,
Roy J. Stewart and Gilbert O. Erickson. It was a book club for a few decades starting in the 1860’s and at last they
officially founded the National Literary Society of the Deaf (NLSD) on February 6, 1907 with its first 55 members
who lived in Washington, D.C. with 16 charter members.
Its object was primarily the general literary advancement and mental improvement of its members; and also to promote the social and cultural life among the members.
Meetings were held once a month at the Masonic Temple building in Washington, D.C., and several members of
the Gallaudet College (now University) were invited as speakers and college students gave presentations on various subjects. After 1953, the NLSD met in various places until in 1967 they were given a space for use at Gallaudet College and stayed there until the 1990’s.
In 2007, that group grew to around 2,000 organizations and individuals, all striving for the betterment of the Deaf
community’s literacy skills and became a Center for the Book Reading Promotion Partner with the Library of Congress.
In June 2019, the NLSD hosted a workshop during the American Library Association (ALA) convention aimed at
discussing how
libraries can begin to serve the Deaf community, and a member of the planning team for the Deaf Culture Forum
in January 2020 with the ALA was the NLSD. This forum discussed issues that impacted future library services
for Deaf individuals from various backgrounds.
After a bumpy few years, the National Literary Society of the Deaf is slowly rebuilding and has already seen helping hands from various people and organizations in this past year alone. If we counted the years from NLSD’s
humble beginnings as a book club to this date, then the NLSD is the oldest known Deaf organization in the world.
For more information, for potential membership, or to offer assistance to the NLSD, please contact the Ohio Association of the Deaf at:
president@oad-deaf.org
CIO@oad-deaf.org
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DID YOU KNOW??
A Message From The Corporate/Recording Secretary
Harold Domich, Robert Greenmun, Barron Gulak, Raymond Harper, Jerald Jordan, Harry Larson, David Myers, Donald Peterson, Raymond Piper, Alvin Steele, John Zakutney were all Deaf men who
helped NASA send the first humans into space!
But why did NASA need deaf people first?
NASA needed to know how the human body changes without feeling weight like on Earth. So, NASA
and the United States Naval School of Aviation Medicine hired these Deaf men in the 1950’s to take
part in a joint research program.
But still… why DEAF people???
Because these Deaf men became deaf from spinal meningitis that destroyed something in the middle ear
called “vestibular system”. This “vestibular system” is what makes people get “motion sickness”. A
nausea feeling some people get when they ride in a car. Your body is not moving, but your eyes tell you
that the car is moving, and that confuses the brain and makes you sick. These Deaf men did not have a
problem with that.
Many experiments were done with them such as having them live in a room that slowly spins, or go for
zero-flight tests (airplane that drops down fast and people starts to float), going on boat rides in rough
seas. The Deaf men enjoyed each other’s company, but the researchers who watched them got sick on
the boats too often and the boat experiment was cancelled.
Those experiments lasted ten years, and because of the research NASA got from it, we now have a new
understanding of how the body’s sensory systems work in strange gravitational environments. Without
these 11 Deaf men, there would have been no spaceflight!
Source: https://www.nasa.gov/feature/how-11-deaf-men-helped-shape-nasas-human-spaceflight-program

Want to have your own “DID YOU KNOW?” article published here?
Contact the Corporate/Recording Secretary: Video-phone (419) 386-2032
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2021 OAD Membership Derby
OAD is offering this one time chance to win some New Year spending money while helping expand NEW
MEMBERS & RENEWAL
RULES:
1. Must be an OAD member in good standing on or before Jan 22, 2021 to compete and be eligible.
a. All New Applicants must identify which Member has brought them into this Derby by putting that Member’s name on the bottom of the OAD Membership Form Attached.
b. All New Applications must include fully a 2020 Membership payment.
c. Applications with a check made out to OAD are mailed to:
OAD
PO Box 9794
Canton, Ohio 44711
The O-A-D DERBY
DERBY #O FIRST MEMBER who brings in 6 to 10 new applicants shall win $50.00
a. Your own personal membership CAN NOT be counted as one of the 6 to 10 applications.
b. Members can be previous members or membership renewals.
c. If you bring in 6 NEW members never before a member you will get a FREE OAD Membership for 2022
d. Member with the earliest of their finalized applicant date submitted between 6 to 10 shall win.
i. In the event of a tie in date finalized submitted; the member who brought in the
most between 6 to 10 will be declared the winner.
ii. In the event of a tie by date and total number between 6 to 10 both shall win $50.00
DERBY # A FIRST MEMBER who bring in 12 to 15 new applicants shall win $75.00 and a FREE 1 year OAD
membership for 2022
e. All the items in a, b and d above apply except this is for 12 to 15 applicants
DERBY # D First MEMBER who brings in over 16 new applicants shall win $100.00 and A FREE 2 year OAD
membership 2022 and 2023.
f. All the items in a, b and d above apply except this is for 16 and over applicants
Each Derby begins at 12:01am EST on JANUARY 1, 2021 and
ends 6:00pm EST on FEBURARY 15, 2021.
ALL Applications are upon receipt at OAD’s PO BOX listed above only
We encourage all competing members to keep track of their applicants by name where first come first serve
will apply in all manners of decisions.
Any questions are to be directed to treasurer@oad_deaf.org
Thank you and GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL
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